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This year has seen remarkable accompl ishments
from our students,  ranging from academic
excel lence to sports v ictor ies.  We celebrate their
hard work and dedicat ion in our end of  term
Newslet ter.
Our students have part ic ipated in numerous
educat ional  v is i ts,  enr iching their  learning
exper iences beyond the classroom. Highl ights
include vis i ts to histor ical  s i tes,  theatres,  and
universi t ies.  These tr ips and vis i ts support  the
except ional  work our students produce,
demonstrat ing creat iv i ty,  cr i t ical  th inking, and
academic excel lence.
Ref lect ing on a successful  year and looking
forward to future achievements,  we thank you for
being a part  of  the Kingsthorpe Col lege
community.  Together,  we make KC a place where
students thr ive and excel .
Looking forward to another fantast ic year ahead! 
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Science
The Crest Awards are a br i l l iant  in i t iat ive to engage
students in scient i f ic  chal lenges and to promote STEM
across the school .  These students have completed their
Bronze awards and have created amazing projects
ranging from making bath bombs to concoct ing the perfect
pink lemonade from scratch.  They are exci ted to be
complet ing the Si lver Award next year and are looking
forward to taking part  in more wacky and wonderful
science projects.

Mr Saghir

Along with the CREST Awards, in Apr i l  we entered 49 of
our Year 10 pupi ls into the Universi ty of  Warwick
Nat ional  Scient i f ic  Thinking Chal lenge. We are real ly
proud to announce that we had 3 Gold Awards, Daniel ,
Freddie and Ashton, 2 Si lver Awards Zof ia and Dorian
and 4 Bronze Awards Jonah, Ruby, Dominik and
Fitzpatr ick.  This is an amazing achievement for  al l  of  our
pupi ls.  A massive wel l  done to al l  those who took part  in
the Scient i f ic  Thinking Chal lenge.

Mr Arthur

Science
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History
I t  has been a busy year in the History department!
In Apr i l ,  the History Department took Y12 and Y13 A Level  History
students to the Tower of  London. Students are studying the Later
Tudors 1547 – 1603. The day included a sel f - led tour of  the Tower
as a histor ical  s i te and then a 90 minute workshop on the Mid-Tudor
cr is is led by staf f  at  the Tower.  The focus was on the use of  the
physical  evidence of  the Tower i tsel f  and other evidence related to
the history of  the Tower to assess the extent of  cr is is under Edward
and Mary.    We had a wonderful  day explor ing the iconic history of
the cast le,  including seeing the Crown Jewels,  wonder ing through
the armories col lect ion in the White Tower,  d iscover ing the scaffold
si te at  Tower Green, Trai tor ’s Gate and the infamous Bloody Tower,
s i te of  the disappearance of  the Pr inces in the Tower.  The sun even
shined for us!    This was an excel lent  opportuni ty for  students to
develop their  enquiry ski l ls  and br ing some of the history we have
been studying in the classroom to l i fe.  The students were a real
credi t  to themselves and to KC, showing enthusiasm and cur iosi ty.
They were certainly up for the chal lenge of  a mini  scavenger hunt!
Lots of  fascinat ing history learnt  and memories made. We may even
have inspired a new career path for  some students once they
learned that the Yeoman Warders l ive wi thin the cast le s i te!    
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Our Year 10 GCSE History students were an
absolute credi t  to the school  when we recent ly
took them to v is i t  Rockingham Cast le.  This v is i t
forms part  of  their  GCSE uni t  “History Around Us”.
The students have been learning about the history
and signi f icance of  Rockingham Cast le in their
lessons and got the chance to take a guided tour
of  the cast le and see for themselves what i t  is
real ly l ike.  They even got the chance to t ry on a
helmet and have a go on the piano…and as you
can see Mr Mack part icular ly enjoyed try ing on a
knight ’s helmet in the Great Hal l !   Af ter our
guided tours,  we had t ime to browse in the gi f t
shop, and enjoy our lunch in the sunshine, wi thin
the beaut i fu l  cast le grounds over looking the
Wel land Val ley.

We were al l  very proud of  our Year 10 students
who took part  in th is t r ip.  They behaved
impeccably and were able to demonstrate what
they had learned when we returned back to
school .

As part  of  the school ’s
commemorat ions of  the 80th
anniversary of  D-Day on Thursday
6th June, students have been
learning about the signi f icance of
the D-Day landings and why i t  is  so
important to remember and
celebrate those who took part  in th is
episode of  WW2. Students were
invi ted to create their  own artwork,
poems (or anything else!)  to show
the signi f icance of  the anniversary
of the l iberat ion of  Western Europe
and to give thanks to those who
served. This is a select ion of  that
work:

The History Team.
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Geography and Geology
GEOLOGY COMPETITION IN

LONDON  –  MARCH 21ST
Six of  our Year 13 students
took part  in the Geological
Society of  London’s A Level
Compet i t ion Final .  They had
to create a v ideo about a
geoscience topic,  and they
chose to create a v ideo
about the Paci f ic Ring of
Fire.  In the f inal  they had to
complete a decis ion-making
exercise about the new
locat ion of  a wind farm and
where the turbines should be
bui l t .  Our students displayed
excel lent  teamwork and
geographical  knowledge and
whi lst  they did not win they
truly did Kingsthorpe Col lege
proud.

CARDING MILL VALLEY
FIELDWORK 16TH AND 23RD

APRIL 
Students in Year 10 completed
their  f i rst  p iece of  f ie ldwork
towards their  GCSE in
Geography. They travel led by
coach to Carding Mi l l  Val ley in
Shropshire and were tasked
with col lect ing data about the
r iver width,  depth,  veloci ty and
gradient as wel l  as the s ize and
shape of  the rocks in the r iver.
The weather was var iable,
however the students had a
br i l l iant  t ime doing something
they had not done before.  The
landscape at  Carding Mi l l  Val ley
is also spectacular and very
di f ferent to our everyday
scenery in Northampton. 

ON-SITE FIELDWORK – YEAR 7
Year 7s have become budding meteorologists,  learning about the microcl imate of  Kingsthorpe
Col lege. We are very for tunate to have a range of  f ie ldwork equipment including anemometers,
thermometers,  hygrometers and luxmeters.  Students col lected data around the school  s i te to
ascertain where the best place would be to bui ld new f ie ldwork equipment.  This piece of  f ie ldwork
was part  of  our ‘Wicked Weather ’  uni t  where students have learnt  about our weather and cl imate and
have begun to look at  a range of  career l inks in Geography.
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BEAUTIFUL CLOUD
HOMEWORK – YEAR 7 

Students in Year 7,  as part  of
the ‘Wicked Weather ’  uni t ,
were set the chal lenge to
create a poster about c louds.
Year 7 rose to the chal lenge
and created some beaut i fu l
work on clouds including
some huge posters and even
a cloud mobi le.  Year 7 have
shown that they are very
creat ive and we can’ t  wai t  to
display these on the wal ls in
our c lassrooms. Wel l  done
Year 7. Almighty Dollar Assessments –

Year 7 
In Year 7 students spend 6 weeks
learning about the ‘Almighty
Dol lar ’  a book by Dharshini
David.  They fol low the route of  a
dol lar  around the world to
discover what global isat ion is and
why the dol lar  is such an
important currency. At the end of
the uni t  students complete an
assessment on the Almighty
Dol lar  and the work they have
created has been of  such a high
standard with students once
again highl ight ing their  creat iv i ty
and their  geographical  abi l i ty .

Our Head of  Geography, Fiona
Sheri f f ,  has received two awards
for excel lence. One from the
Geographical  Associat ion and the
other f rom the Royal
Geographical  Society.  These
awards are nominated by
geography teachers f rom across
the world and nominat ions are
del iberated by a panel .  These are
huge accolades and to win two
awards in one year is a
phenomenal achievement.
Congratulat ions Fiona! 
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Business and Finance 

On Thursday 25th January 2024, we had the exci t ing opportuni ty to take our Year 12
Level  3 Financial  Studies students to the City of  London to v is i t  the headquarters of  their
exam board 'The London Inst i tute of  Banking and Finance' .   In the morning, we were given
a guided 90 min walking tour of  the f inancial  d istr ict  which helped the students learn
about some of the important history of  the f inancial  d istr ict .  Students heard about how
insurance started in the ci ty and developed the need for banking and f inancial  services.
They also saw Lloyds of  London, the Monument,  Lombard Street,  the Bank of  England,
and The Royal  Exchange.
In the af ternoon, back at  LIBF headquarters,  the students had the opportuni ty to hear
about the history of  The London Inst i tute of  Banking and Finance, where they learnt  more
about the var iety of  fur ther and higher undergraduate and postgraduate educat ion courses
that LIBF current ly of fer  to students who want to pursue a career in Finance and
Account ing,  Business Management,  Business Intel l igence, Art i f ic ia l  Intel l igence,
Computer Science and many more. The day f in ished of f  wi th a fun and interact ive Kahoot!
quiz al l  about the history of  the f inancial  d istr ict  in London before we headed home for the
long journey through the rush hour t raf f ic  to Kingsthorpe, Northampton.



APTITUDE STUDENTS ENTER ROYAL ACADEMY COMPETITION.
 

In March the Visual  Arts facul ty Apt i tude students entered the Young Art ists Summer Show.
This is a nat ional  compet i t ion run by the Royal  Academy of  Arts.
Now in i ts s ixth year,  the Young Art ists ’  Summer Show is a f ree, open submission exhibi t ion
for students aged 4–19 studying in the UK.
Artworks are judged by a panel  of  ar t ists and arts professionals,  wi th selected artworks
displayed onl ine and on-si te at  the Royal  Academy of  Arts.  Judges are looking for
imaginat ion,  or ig inal i ty,  and ski l l .
Our students created artworks on subjects such as a local  boxing club, the wi ld l i fe of  Ghana
and fr iends and fami ly.  Works were created in di f ferent mediums including text i les,
ceramics,  and digi ta l  photo edi t ing.
We have our f ingers crossed wait ing for the judges resul ts.

Mr B Croft

KINGSTHORPE COLLEGE |  PAGE 8

Visual Arts 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
The MFL team was very pleased to welcome both Mrs Barr  and Mrs El l is  to the Modern
Foreign Languages department at  the beginning of  the academic year.  They were both
exci ted to jo in the school  and sett led in very wel l  to the KC way of  l i fe.    We have also been
very pleased to welcome Mrs Langlois who arr ived af ter  June hal f  term.   

As part  of  our normal curr iculum in Key Stage 3,  we asked German students in Year 9 to
complete independent research alongside their  normal studies and use their  in i t iat ive to f ind
out more about the cul ture of  the language we study.   We had lots of  great pictures of  food
being baked and cooked to authent ic German recipes, wi th some food even brought in to
school  for  us to t ry!  Some beaut i fu l  menus were also designed by the students.    Al though we
embrace new technology, a var iety of  o ld school  real ia have been used as wel l ,  be i t  students
dancing to songs from the 90s to learn parts of  the body or dressing up a l i fe s ize cardboard
cut-out of  Legolas to learn c lothing. However out landish i t  might be, i f  i t  helps students
remember the words, so much the better!  
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Combined Cadet Force

This has been our f i rst  complete year as a Combined Cadet Force, and what a year i t  has been! 

Our year 10 cadets began the year wi th a f ie ld craf t  exercise at  Yardley Chase Training camp. They
learnt  how to cook in the f ie ld,  bui ld their  own 2 man shel ters and how to use camouf lage and
concealment in a tact ical  s i tuat ion,  f in ishing with learning the movements of  f i re and manoeuvre.

In November 29, cadets at tended a weapon-handl ing weekend at  Buckingham training camp. They
learned the handl ing dr i l ls  and safety procedures of  the Cadet GP L98 weapon system. This is part  of
their  Ski l l  at  Arms module on the Cadet syl labus; cadets were able to complete the training to a high
level  and successful ly passed their  Weapon Handl ing Test.  
This year the cadets represented the KC CCF on remembrance parade, col laborat ing with other local
CCF cont ingents and the ACF with a parade through the town fol lowed by a service at  Holy
Sepulchre church. This al lowed cadets to show off  their  dr i l l  sk i l ls  and they were honoured to be able
to show their  respects and think of  those who had given al l .  
Through the winter months cadets learnt  f i rst  a id ski l ls  and earnt  their  St  John’s Ambulance First  Aid
badge and completed their  Communicat ions and Informat ion systems module.  

With the annual  summer camp approaching, year 10 cadets at tended a Weapon Handl ing refresher
day and retest  of  the Weapon Handl ing Test.  Cadets were able to test  the  weapon system using a
Laser shoot,  where they were able to put their  marksmanship pr inciples in f i r ing into pract ice for the
f i rst  t ime, some cadets had excel lent  grouping scores



Year 10 Annual Summer Camp took place at  Beckingham Training Camp. The aim of the camp
is to consol idate al l  the lessons cadets have had through the year on a mi l i tary t raining camp.
The cadets spent 5 days away, developing their  mi l i tary ski l ls  on the L98 and Air  Ri f le weapon
systems; they had an exper ience with the Paintbal l  markers fo l lowed by Harbour lessons and
how to complete this tact ical ly.  The next day cadets were on the ranges, where they had their
f i rst  l ive f i r ing session on the 25-metre range, they al l  completed excel lent  groupings, wi th one
of our Cadets taking best shot of  the day. This was then immediately fo l lowed by going out onto
their  camp exercise,  complet ing f ie ld craf t  ski l ls  and scenar ios,  exper iencing their  f i rst  ambush
and f i re and movement.  The f inal  day, the KC cadets were able to complete a day of  personal
development at  Kings Mi l l  Reservoir ,  put  into pract ice their  excel lent  teamwork and leadership
ski l ls  on high ropes and on the water bui ld ing a raf t  and kayaking. The cadets arr ived back at
KC absolutely exhausted but very pleased with their  ef for ts.  Wel l  done to al l  the cadets,  a huge
achievement and we are extremely proud of  you al l .  
Year 9 cadets wi l l  be complet ing a summer camp, complet ing basic f ie ld craf t  and an overnight
stay at  Yardley Chase Cadet Training Centre,  fo l lowed by an adventure-training day at  the
Pinnacle c l imbing wal l ;  th is wi l l  be the f i rst  stage of  f ie ld craf t  and sleeping out overnight for
them on their  journey to Summer Camp next year i f  successful .
We look forward to welcoming our next cohort  of  year 9 cadets in September,  wi th many more
exci t ing opportuni t ies to fo l low.
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Duke of Edinburgh Award

30 Year 9 students embarked on their  Bronze Duke of  Edinburgh journey this year which
culminated in their  Qual i fy ing expedi t ion in the Grendon /  Wel l ingborough area of
Northants.  We had 5 groups who planned their  routes,  carr ied their  belongings, cooked
for themselves, s lept  under canvas for a night and navigated their  way from Salcey
Forest to Chester House over 2 days in May. Al though i t  was extremely chal lenging at
t imes for some, i t  was also extremely rewarding and the way they helped and supported
each other through the tough t imes was a real  credi t  to each and every one of  them.
They al l  now need to ensure the other 3 sect ions are completed to be awarded the
overal l  Bronze Award before they embark on their  Si lver.  We have thoroughly enjoyed
working with the students th is year and look forward to more enrol l ing in September.

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze

KINGSTHORPE COLLEGE |  PAGE 12



Eleanor and James picked up
their  Gold DofE awards from
Buckingham Palace on the 10th
May. They both had a lovely day
in the sunshine, meet ing lots of
celebr i t ies and gett ing their
cert i f icates.  These are the f i rst
Gold awards from KC in a number
of years.  Please see the images
attached. A fantast ic achievement
by both students.  

Duke of Edinburgh Silver

Kingsthorpe Col lege Si lver Duke of  Edinburgh
students completed their  Si lver Qual i fy ing
Expedit ion in the Peak Distr ict .
They spent 3 days walking 30K along their  p lanned
route,  using their  navigat ion ski l ls  t ry ing not to get
lost !  They batt led the di f f icul t  terrain,  carry ing their
careful ly pack rucksacks with everything they need
for their  expedi t ion.  
The groups managed to cook for themselves and put
their  tents up for a comfortable night ’s s leep before
the next day’s walking, navigat ing,  and avoiding
cows! 
The students did not let  the Br i t ish summer rain
reduce their  morale,  keeping in high spir ts to
complete the expedi t ion showing true determinat ion.
Wel l  done to them al l .

Duke of Edinburgh Gold
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Performing Arts 

We have had another fantast ic year in KC performing arts.  I  feel  as though we have
barely paused for breathe since September and the students cont inue to respond with
energy, determinat ion and enthusiasm.

We kicked of f  the year wi th audi t ions
for Annie,  at tended by over 100
students.  Af ter  assembl ing a
commit ted and talented cast,  they
worked except ional ly hard unt i l
December,  performing 3 shows
receiv ing incredible reviews and
standing ovat ions.

On 03/03/24 2 groups of  our fantast ic
students performed at  a char i ty event at  the
Core in Corby’s Cube Theatre and raised
money for The Cransley Hospice Trust .
Our Senior Students gave a stunning
performance ‘Waving through a Window’
From Dear Evan Hansen Musical .
Our Junior Students had a blast  performing
‘We Go Together ’  From Grease!
I t  was such a great day and exper ience for
the students who went up against  other
performances in the compet i t ion and
managed to raise a br i l l iant  £1015 for such
a worthy local  char i ty.
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Year 13 dancers went to London’s Excel  to the wor ld famous Move I t  event.  Year 12 and 13
actors saw Frant ic Assembly’s Metamorphosis at  Coventry ’s Belgade Theatre.  We have been
regular v is i tors at  the Derngate Theatre where KS4 actors were f r ightened wit less by 2:22
Ghost Story,  apt i tude students enjoyed every moment of  Shrek the musical  and year 7 raced
to see Grease. 

As always performance opportuni t ies have been plent i fu l  wi th a fu l l  house for the annual
dance showcase in March and KS3 drama club creat ing their  own piece ent i t led ‘ the Chelton
Chal lenge’  in May. The music ians had their  own concert  evening, as did our apt i tude
students.  Both groups also worked with professional  music ian Thom Kirkpatr ick who
showcased his use of  the loop pedal ,  voice and many instruments.  Our el i te dance company
performed an emot ive piece at  NSB’s Junct ion show, as wel l  as an audi t ion entry into Ndance
where they were short- l is ted for the nat ional  compet i t ion Udance. At t ime of  wr i t ing,  year 9
dancers who are doing Arts award bronze are prepar ing for the NMPAT fest ival  at  the
Derngate.  They wi l l  a lso share their  work wi th students f rom Al l  Saints pr imary school .  

Our col laborat ion wi th the RSC cont inues to grow which is very exci t ing.  We have
taken another group on a tour,  have enjoyed teacher CPD and watched a
Midsummer Night ’s Dream. The year culminates in the Play-Making Fest ival  at  the
Swan Theatre in Strat ford where 7 of  our students wi l l  perform in Hamlet (wi th one
of our year 10s taking the lead role)!

The year 12 and 23 drama students have
completed their  C3 performances. Al l  of  the
teachers,  parents and students that watched
the work were blown away by the qual i ty,
professional ism and talent on show. 
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The year has culminated in an incredible exper ience for 7 of  our most ta lented actors:
the RSC Play-Making Fest ival .  On Monday 8th July we spent 2 days in Strat ford-upon-
Avon at  the RSC rehearsing Hamlet,  wi th our year 10 Danny landing the lead role.  We
joined schools f rom across the country and performed on the Swan stage! The RSC
looked af ter  us so wel l :  t ravel ,  food and accommodat ion,  and the students were
exemplary in al l  ways: rehearsing, behaviour and performance. An awesome 2 days
gett ing to l ive the l i fe of  a professional  RSC actor.  Unforgettable!   

Classwork cont inues to inspire and mot ivate students.  they use this as a spr ing board
for al l  our extra-curr icular opportuni t ies.  New staf f  have jumped on board creat ing new
chances for students including keyboard club, orchestra and Afr ican drumming club.
The team is changing but I  am very exci ted by the appointments we have made and
know that in September we wi l l  rebui ld,  maintain our high standards and cont inue to
respond to our students’  passion and dr ive for the performing arts.
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Each year our EAL students celebrate their  achievements and hard work,  pr ior  to the
start  of  their  GCSE exams. The students create personal ised invi tat ions,  wi th the best
three being selected to be sent to the Headteacher,  their  favor i te teacher and a peer.  The
students then showcase cul inary del ights f rom their  home countr ies.  This year we had
food from Spain,  Somal ia,  India and Niger ia.  I t  was a br i l l iant  event where we could al l
celebrate our diversi ty.  
 
Ms Pi t t  and Miss Brown

E.A.L Culinary Delights 
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P.E  

The Athlet ics teams have had a busy few months.  The year 8,9 and 10 teams travel led
to Corby Athlet ics stadium to complete in the County Championships.  A special  ment ion
to Tor i ,  who made i t  through to the regional  f inals in the t r ip le jump! Our Students did
real ly wel l  and were very compet i t ive.  Al l  the Students who took part  were a credi t  to
the school  and represented the school  in a very posi t ive l ight .

The Year 7 team entered the County Championships and performed extremely wel l  wi th
the relay team winning their  race and Alexis winning the 100m with a fantast ic t ime of
12.65 seconds. A special  ment ion also to Jess, Nikola J and Nikola P who were part  of
the winning relay team. This was alongside Alexis,  Amy and Davemart in also qual i fy ing
for the minor count ies compet i t ion.  Wel l  done to al l  involved.
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Revision weekend
Back in March, 100 of  our year 11 students took part  in a revis ion weekend. Joined by
students f rom Southf ie lds School  for  Gir ls and Moulton School ,  we travel led to Whitemoor
Lakes in Li tchf ie ld and had a br i l l iant  t ime.

The weekend was a packed schedule of  revis ion sessions, these were scheduled in the
morning, af ternoon and evening each day and led by teachers f rom al l  of  the schools.  There
were also act iv i t ies on of fer between the sessions such as z ip l in ing,  c l imbing, raf t  bui ld ing
and kayaking. These act iv i t ies were a good break the hard work of  the revis ion sessions,
they were also great at  encouraging teamwork,  as demonstrated when the year 11 boys
managed to work together and capsize Mrs Cl i f ford!  

Af ter the evening revis ion session, there was no t ime for rest .  As the evenings were f i l led
with pool ,  quizzes, games and just  dance sessions. Just  dance being a favour i te of  staf f  and
student al ike!  

I t  was a fantast ic weekend, that  would not have been possible wi thout al l  of  the staf f  that
gave up their  weekend to run sessions, take part  in act iv i t ies and be there to of fer  support
the students.  However,  i t  is  Mr Meadway that deserves a special  ment ion for his hard work,
and no doubt s leepless nights,  organis ing the weekend. Thank you Mr Meadway! 

This is def in i te ly something the class of  2024 wi l l  remember for  a long t ime! 
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We had an amazing send of f  for  our wonderful  Year 11s at  Brampton Heath gol f
c lub.  I t  was a fantast ic evening enjoyed by both staf f  and students.  I t  was the
perfect  send of f  af ter  a l l  the hard work that  they put into exams. Wel l  done Year
11 and the prom king and prom queen, Thomas and Sof ia.

Mr Smith & Mrs Cl i f ford

Year 11 Prom
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Head Students 

Head Boy
Luke’s manifesto is to

enhance to the school 's
enr ichment programme.

Head Girl
Lola wants to bui ld on

the work we do to
support  mental  heal th.

Deputy Head Girl
Esereme wants to
focus on student

mentor ing.

Deputy Head Boy
Reuben wants to

support  wel l -being
and ant i -bul ly ing.

Assistant Head Girl
Samiya wants to

focus on equal i ty,
diversi ty and

inclusion.

Assistant Head Boy
Krish wants to focus
on how to improve
the environment at

KC.

The Post 16 Student Leadership team wi l l  work wi th students in years 7-12 and
staf f  to address areas that they bel ieve wi l l  enhance our school  community even
further.  They have al l  selected an area of  focus as wel l  as cont inuing to organise

events and fundraise for  our chosen char i t ies of :  Reform Northants and Macmil lan.



Save the Date  
Wednesday 4th September :  Year 7 & 12 Return to school .

Thursday 5th September :  Al l  Years Return to school .

Monday 16th September :  School  Photo Day.

Wednesday 18th September :  Meet the Tutor Evening
Year 7 & 12 -  4:30-6:30PM.

Thursday 19th September :  Awards Ceremony Evening
7:00-9:00PM.

Thursday 10th October:  Careers Fair .

Keeping In Touch
BY TEAM KC

@KINGSTHORPEC

@KINGSTHORPECOLLEGE1

@KINGSTHORPEC
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